[Role of mast cells in the development of liver fibrosis during experimental hepatocarcinogenesis in rats].
The role of mast cells (MC) in the development of liver fibrosis during experimental hepatocarcinogenesis in rats has been studied light microscopically, histochemically and electron microscopically. An increase in the number of MC in the proliferated connective tissue was found. The histochemical examination showed that the increased MC almost exclusively were connective tissue mast cells (CTMC), whilst mucosa mast cells (MMC) were only rarely seen. The electron microscopical observation revealed a close topographical relationship between MC and fibroblasts sending out pseudopodia, which encircled granula released from MC and phagocytized them. The fibroblasts with phagocytized MC granules were markedly activated showing enhanced formation of collagenous fibrils. Finally, the role of MC in the development of liver fibrosis is discussed.